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2ND THESSALONIKI BIENNALE OF CONTEMPORARY ART
Parallel programme
Exhibtion “DISCLOSURE / UNDERLINED MEMORY. 
A REVIEW OF CONTEMPORARY SERBIAN ART”
Duration: May 25– July 31
Venue: temporary exhibitions’ gallery-Museum of Byzantine Culture 

Preview: Sunday, May 24, 11:00-15:00, Museum of Byzantine Culture
Opening: Monday, May 25, 20:00, Museum of Byzantine Culture
In this exhibition, eleven Serbian contemporary artists attempt to deal with various issues that reveal dilemmas or self-confidence when they are to determine their identity (cultural, national, personal…) with memory as a thematic principle and creative impulse. The curator of the exhibition, Aleksandra Estela Bjelica Mladenovic, gives it the title Disclosure / Underlined Memory and the sub-title A review of contemporary Serbian art, which indicates the representative character of the artwork and the artists. 
The artists Mrdjan Bajic, Marija Dragojlovic, Biljana Djurdjevic, Gabriel Glid, Zdravko Joksimovic, Dusan Otasevic, Vladimir Peric, Mileta Prodanovic, Aleksandra Rafajlovic, Vera Stevanovic, Anica Vucetic will use 18 works of art to “make themselves known and therefore disclose themselves” to the public in various countries – the exhibition will travel to France, FYROM, Bosnia-Herzegovina and Greece. 
Contemporary Serbian art, liberated from the constrictions of previous years and not aiming to create a new artistic language but simply intending to follow the trends of the international art scene, is characterized by undertakings in which individual appearances and representative programmes attempt to revive the local scene and take it out of its standstill and into European and international structures. 
According to the exhibition’s curator, Aleksandra Estela Bjelica Mladenovic, “the materialization of what has been observed or what has been seen by means of various media, enables the artists to verbalise their experiences through disciplined acts (M. Bajic), to express their emotions through a kaleidoscopic prism of experience (V. Stevanovic), to visualize their thoughts on the ‘internal’ through a poetic presentation (A. Vucetic), to present an eclectic heritage through symbolic details (M. Prodanovic), to objectify memory by means of monumental forms (M. Dragojlovic). To observe means to experience, therefore artists are inspired by their real surroundings (V. Peric, A. Rafajlovic), they resort to witty comments on the ‘popular’ elements of everyday life (D. Otasevic) and the hidden areas of trivial behaviour (Z. Joksimovic, G. Glid) or metaphorically present human trials and tribulations (B. Durdevic)”.
She adds: “Reviewing the compatibility of the current Serbian scene with international trends, we come to the conclusion that it is in a lively, interactive relationship with them. The thematic units within which the artists act are recognizable in the artistic creation in every geographic part of Europe and the world. Memories, personal experience, coexistence within a creative process, dedication… are merely some of the elements that these artists employ in order to ‘shape time’, that is to banish oblivion and ensure eternity for themselves. Referring to previous experiences, we can formulate precisely the starting points of contemporary Serbian art, and justify its existence and duration. Having a position on the European or international art scene may appear to be a imaginary process, but it is not altogether worthless. Regaining a position within structures and positions that had been prohibited to Serbian artists for a long time, through individual ‘forays’ or occasions such as this exhibition, when a very diverse art scene is presented in a representative manner, without resorting to pathetic explanations or superfluous discussions, but allowing the possibility of a dialogue, is an inspirational and undoubtedly courageous undertaking”.
Meanwhile, the director of the Cultural Centre of Belgrade (in cooperation with which the exhibition is presented), Danica Jovovic – Prodanovic, points out: “The initial idea for this exhibition was brought forward in a discussion with Dr Lóránd Hegyi, director of the Museum of Modern Art in Saint Étienne. We both agreed that it is necessary for intellectual exchanges and mutual familiarity to be an ongoing process. These steps should always be taken in view of a meeting. Now Serbian artists are ‘disclosing’ themselves to the international public. The 2nd Thessaloniki Biennale of Contemporary Art is one such opportunity. We feel particularly honoured that the Disclosure / Underlined Memory exhibition is included in the official Biennale programme, and also that the exhibition is to be housed in the wonderful Byzantine Museum. Byzantine culture and art are one of the many foundations of Serbian historical and cultural identity, making this Museum, its exhibits and its atmosphere a suitable venue for the disclosure of our identity”.
Further information at www.kcb.org.rs
Curator: Aleksandra Estela Bjelica Mladenovic
Coordination: Theodore Markoglou, Art Historian – Curator of the State Museum of Contemporary Art 
Organising Institutions: Cultural Centre of Belgrade, City of Belgrade 
Collaborating Institution: Museum of Byzantine Culture 
______________________

Sponsors and Supporters of the 2nd Thessaloniki Biennale of Contemporary Art 
[image: image4.jpg]Xopnyoi Enikoivaviag
Media Partners

G @D @?gﬁ; aeoh ‘h i o | % HKAGHMEPINH i | HIGHLIGHTS | [TFO | o cuture o

YnooTnpIKTEG EnikoIvawviag YNooTnPIKTAG AEPOUETAPOPWV Xopnydg MeTapopwv ‘Epywv TEXvNg
Communication Supporters Airtransport Supporter Artworks’ Transport Sponsor

c: | ® —

ETARER AP AE A BRITISH AIRWAYS

(OPFANIZMOE FIAHPOAFOMON EAMASOE AE




INFO
HELLENIC MINISTRY OF CULTURE
STATE MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART

Kolokotroni 21, Stavroupoli 56430, Thessaloniki
Τ: +30 2310 589140-1 & 3, F: +30 2310 600123
www.greekstatemuseum.com,  info@greekstatemuseum.com 
SMCA & CACT Press Office

Yiota Sotiropoulou

Mobile: +30 6972336261
Τ: +30 2310546683, F: +30 2310593270

press@greekstatemuseum.com
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